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Children & Families

Spirit Hill Teachers and Shepherds: “Thank You!”

Did you know that over 50 AHCC youth and adults volunteered their time 
and talents during our 2015-2016 program year to teach and shepherd your 
children in grades K-5?

Shepherds make a yearlong commitment to work with Spirit Hill children 
and many of our teachers have taught several times over the course of the 
year. In addition to our volunteers, we have 10 paid staff who spend their 
Sunday mornings teaching and caring for our youngest children.

Kyle and Marcie would like to say thank you to the following people who 
so graciously shared their time with the children of AHCC:

Spirit Hill Teachers 
Jen Asadow 		  Laura Harker		  John Avignone 		
Tiana Hercules		 Caroline Battle 		 Chloe Horton
Lori Beste 		  Lisa Jeong		  Jacqueline Clement 	
Janet Kennedy		  Ann Colloton 		  Kim Lemkey
Jason Congdon 	 Martin Magnusson	 Toniko Cox 		
Nikki McGary		  Scott Crespi 		  Dartanion Reed
Christie Davis 		 Abby Ruiz		  Tom Donahue 		
Kylee Sartwell		  Julia Echevarria 	 Tiffany Scurr
Kenna Grant 		  Fatmata Williams	 David & Lisa Stevenson
Steve & Suzanne Essex

Spirit Hill Shepherds
Kyle Armstrong 	 Alex Kim		  Grant Bannister 	
Elnara Beckett 		 Kent Lee		  Christopher Lamarco
Caroline Crespi 	 Mahogany McBride	 Maddie Defilippis 		Maddie Manning 	 Anna DeFilippis 	 Catherine Magnusson	 	Kyle Exum 		  Andrea Orsey		  Lisa Glowacki 		
Mary Painter		  Drew Harker 		  Jenna Westfall
Ana Jaworski 		  Nathanael Wright

Rev. Erica Thompson led a very 
special children’s worship on April 
17 on the Book of Psalms. Chil-
dren participated as lay leaders by 
reading a selection of Psalms and 
at the end of worship, first graders 
received their own picture book of 
the Psalms.

First graders receiving their Book of 
Psalms this year:

Janai Ayala 	 Laila Williamson

Elsie Muska	 Elaina Markowski

Tate Dyreson 	 Zachery Orsey

Allison Essex 	 Sophie Scurr

Gavin Grant 	 Trevor Shepard

Merritt Harton 	 Maya Thompson

Audrey Macy 	 Faraja Williams

Important Children & 
Family Ministries Dates

May 1
Childcare available 9:00 & 
10:15am

No Spirit Hill lessons – Chil-
dren’s Musical in worship

May 8, 15 & 22
Childcare available 9:00 & 
10:15am; Spirit Hill lessons – 
“Love Is….”
1 Corinthians 13:1-13

May 29
Childcare available 9:00 & 
10:15am; No Spirit Hill lessons – 
Memorial Day Weekend

First Graders Receive Book of Psalms
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Women’s Spirituality & Fellowship

Tuesday Morning Prayer 
Group 

10:00 - 11:30am | AHCC
Contact: Erica Thompson  

860.216.9823

Our time together is spirited, joy 
filled, full of laughter and incred-
ibly prayerful. You don’t need to 
commit to being present every 
Tuesday morning – come as you 
are, when you are able. 

Outreach, Community & Volunteering

Resounding Success with Compass Peacebuilders
by Doug Cramphin, AHCC Outreach Committee

Compass Youth Collaborative occupies a unique niche in Hartford, as it has 
provided school-based extended learning programs in Hartford for almost 
20 years. It is also the lead agency in Hartford’s Peacebuilders and Junior 
Peacebuilders initiatives, model anti-violence and dropout prevention pro-
grams that serve Hartford youth at risk.

AHCC helps support the Junior Peacebuilders project through its grant pro-
gram. This program’s goal is to build a cadre of 25 youth leaders ages 13-18 
from Asylum Hill who work to promote peace and civic responsibility in 
their own neighborhoods, under the guidance of adult Peacebuilders staff. 
Junior Peacebuilders receive a small stipend and participate in training and 
community service work. 

During the first week of Junior Peacebuilders, the youth are oriented to the 
program and expectations and desired outcomes are explained; they then  
complete an assessment with the guidance of their Youth Development Ad-
visor and begin the program, including six weeks of basic job readiness and 
communication training. Each participant completes an individual commu-
nity project and builds a portfolio documenting skill attainment, education-
al achievement, and delivers presentations to other youth. In addition, they 
receive assistance in job or educational placement.

This incredible program has met with resounding success and we are proud 
of our connection with this agency.

Some of these organizations have 
been AHCC partners for years. For 
a few, 2016 was the first year they 
received an AHCC grant. All are 
engaged with AHCC in important 
social justice work in the Asylum 
Hill neighborhood, Hartford and 
beyond. Some AHCC members 
& Asylum Hill neighbors receive 
support from these organizations. 
Many at AHCC provide support 
through sharing their talents as vol-
unteers & more. When we pledge 
to AHCC, a part of each of our gifts 
helps support this vital work too!

Mr. Rogers also said, “That is one of 
the things that connects us as neigh-
bors – in our own way, each one of 
us is a giver and a receiver.”

Earlier in worship we prayed to-
gether for “inspiration to work for 
one vision of a beloved community 
where health, opportunity, justice, 
peace and prosperity are common 
to all.” It was a beautiful day in our 
neighborhood!

Thursday Evening Prayer Group 
First Thursday of the month 

 7:00 - 8:30pm 
Erica Thompson’s home in West Hartford  860.216.9823

Our time will be centered on the joys and challenges of living as a woman of 
faith today. We will take time to share with one another, pray with and for 
one another, and engage in fellowship together. All women are welcome. 

“Neighbors,” cont. from pg. 1
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Highlights

Following worship on Partnership Sunday, members and friends had an opportunity to learn more about our partner agencies and 
sign up to volunteer - putting their faith in action!

Rev. Molly Baskette preached in worship on April 3 
and then led a forum about attracting 

millennnials to church

SUSO members participated in the 8th Annual Mothers United 
Against Violence March & Memorial Rally to support victims’ 
families and raise awareness about gun violence in Hartford.


